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afternoon, with Bibles supplied by our Society 
(See page 29) 
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The Old Bible of Espanola 


By the Rey. Arthur F. Ragatz, D.D., Secretary, Western Agency 


EAR the end of the sixteenth 
century, a group of Mexican 
peasants migrated northward into 
what was then unknown territory. 
Their route followed the Rio Grande 
River for nearly three hundred miles 
from their native country, where they 
finally came toa beautiful fertile valley 
and there founded Espanola, the first 
Spanish settlement in what was later 
to become the state of New Mexico. 
Little is known of what transpired in this 
settlement up to the early part of the nineteenth 
‘century when a great drouth brought suffering 
to all settlers. Even the waters of the Rio 
Grande were so reduced that only by digging 
deep holes in the sands of the river bed were 
they able to obtain enough water from the 
underflow to sustain life. 

It was a year without crops. Cattle and 
sheep perished for want of water. The settlers 
were in a bad way. Then came the word that 
a trading post up in what later became the 
state of Colorado was offering to barter wheat 
for hides. Immediately, Agipito Ortega, one 
of the lead- 
[7s in the 
community, 
gathered a 
large load of 
hides and set 
out to find 
Behe post 
where they 
might be ex- 
changed for 
wheat. 

FASict Grima 
long and 
dangerous 
journey, he 
arrived at his destination. True, he could trade 
his hides for wheat; but hides were plentiful 
and wheat was scarce. In fact, the only wheat 
they had, had been hauled by oxen overland 
for hundreds of miles. While this information 
was being imparted by the trader, the Mexican 
chanced to see a Spanish Bible on a shelf in 
the store. He was much interested. The sight 
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of this book which the priest had for- 
bidden him to touch intrigued him. 
He inquired whether it was for sale. 
He was told that it could be had for 
ten dollars. Here was the first op- 
portunity he had ever had of possess- 
ing a Bible. One can well imagine 
with what misgivings he considered 
the advisability of exchanging a good 
part of his precious load of hides for 
a book, when his family and neigh- 
bors were in such desperate need of bread. 

In addition to this question, there arose the 
problem of keeping his purchase a secret. If 
his family and neighbors discovered it, he 
would be charged with disloyalty and treason. 
If the priest found out—well, he dared not 
think of what would happen besides having the 
forbidden book taken from him and publicly 
burned. Nevertheless, come what might, he 
made his decision and procured the Bible. The 
remaining hides he traded for a few sacks of 
wheat, in one of which he hid the sacred vol- 
ume. Arriving at home, he succeeded in trans- 
ferring the Bible from the wheat into a strong 
box, secured 
by a lock 
whose key 
he always 
carried. 

One natu- 
rally won- 
ders how 
On be netiis 
man _ could 
manage to 
read his Bi- 
ble. And this 
brings us to 
the most 
astounding 
part of the story—the man was unable to read! 
He not only knew this when he bought it, but 
he also knew that he would never have a chance 
to learn. 

Many years passed, during which his treas- 
ure lay hidden in the box that was always 
locked. His family grew up. Agipito, his 
eldest son, was past fifty years of age when 


20 


sickness came on the old man and he felt that 
he must die. To his son he revealed the secret 
of the hidden book and exacted from him a 
promise that he would learn to read, so that 
he could discover what was printed upon those 
sacred pages. 

If the Book had been a source of perplexity 
to the father, so, too, it now became a problem 
to Agipito; for had he not promised to learn 
to read? Who would teach him? And would 
he, now well past fifty, be able to learn? More- 
over, the Bible was still a forbidden book; and, 
worse than all else, was he not the chosen 
leader of the local secret fraternity of Peni- 
tentes? Only those who are acquainted with 
the antecedents of this fanatical organization 
can fully appreciate the seriousness of the sit- 
uation in which he found himself. 

Time passed on; the father had been dead 
for years, and the son had not yet learned to 
read. This troubled him; but what could he 
do? No one but the priests could read, and he 
dared not go to them for instruction, lest they 
should discover the reason prompting his re- 
quest. Of course, there had been some Prot- 
estant missionaries coming to Espanola occa- 
sionally; but he, the leader of the Penitentes, 
had been most active in placing every obstacle 
in their way. When, however, it was rumored 
that some Presbyterian missionaries were about 
to establish a Protestant school, the thought 
occurred to him that, perhaps, he might obtain 
the coveted instruction from them. 

Consequently, Agipito offered his services 
to the missionaries. They were accepted and 
he not only helped in the work of construction, 
but was retained as the woodcutter and gen- 
eral helper. Being a conscientious worker, he 
soon enjoyed the confidence of his employers. 
Nor were they slow to respond to his request 


NE Gospel given to a young man, a Chris- 
tian, resulted in his teaching a Sunday 
school for about two years, and then, just re- 
cently, he established a church near it. 
Another Gospel given to a man resulted in 
his renewed interest in the work of Christ, and 
he started a Sunday school in his home. 
Another Gospel or rather two Gospels given 
to a young man, who had recently come out of 
prison, resulted in his conversion and baptism. 
Now he earnestly studies the Word of God, 
and witnesses for Jesus, teaches and plays the 
organ in his friend’s Sunday school, and seems 
to have a deep insight into the truths of the 
gospel, and other parts of the Word of God. 
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to be taught how to read. He was a good stu- 
dent and soon found himself able to read the 
Bible his father had bequeathed him. 

Once able to read, he spent all his spare 
time searching the Scriptures. As, day by 
day, God’s precious truth was revealed to him, 
he became increasingly dissatisfied with his 
religious life and experience. Earnestly he 
discussed these truths with his fellow Peni- 
tentes. They, not knowing that he had learnec 
to read, accused him of having been led astray, 
by the heretical doctrines taught by the Prot- 
estants. This, however, he denied; and, tc 
convince them of the truth, he produced his 
Bible and proved to them that many of theis 
rites and tenets were not in accord with God’s 
Word. Failing in his efforts to win them tc 
his new-found faith, he resigned from his 
membership and high office in the fraternity 
and shortly thereafter joined the Presbyteriar 
Church. During the remaining years of hi; 
life, he devoted himself to doing personal worl} 
among his own people, helping at the missio1 
in every way possible and being a great bless; 
ing to everyone. 

A few years ago, when it appeared that hi} 
task on earth was nearly done, he brought th 
old Bible that his father had chosen in thy 
place of bread, and which had been the dire 
cause and means of his own conversion, an 
presented it to Zoe Ellsworth, principal of th} 
John Hyson Memorial School, conducted b} 
the Board of National Missions of the Pre 
byterian Church of the U. S. A. Through hi 
courtesy some of the important facts of thi} 
story were verified, and from him the a 


Bible published by the American Bible Societ 
nearly one hundred years ago was borrowe# 
when checking up on the facts, in the prey 
aration of this story. " 


Gesrorle ; 


Another Gospel given to a man resulted 1 
his sending his son to us to hear the gospe} 
He came and believed, and since that time find 
comfort in the Word of God and prayer. | 

Another Gospel given to a student resulted i 
his coming to the Bible Class, where he be 
lieved and later was baptized; he continue 
coming to the church until his work took hin 
to another city. 

During one year, the one who reports th 
above instances in Japan distributed 25 Bible: 
104 New Testaments, and 42,762 Gospels, | 
total of 42,891 volumes. The Bibles and Testa 
ments were for the most part sold, but the Go; 
pel portions were given away. 


Appraisals by Informed Friends 


Seventh-day Adventist 


The Bible Society is our best ally in the 
foreign mission enterprise, and we appreciate 
very much this agency through which our de- 
nominational workers can secure Bibles at 
nominal prices to distribute to the people. No 
money spent could possibly count for more in 
human betterment than that used in the dis- 
tribution of the Word of God. 


Rev. M. E. KERN, Associate Secretary, 
General Conference. 


Church of the Brethren 


The Word of God always has been, and, we 
believe, ever shall be, basic to Christian prog- 
ress. The work of the Bible Society and that 
of the mission boards are therefore mutually in- 
terdependent. Both must be adequately sup- 
ported if the world mission of Christianity is 
to go forward as it should. 


Rev. CHariEs D. BONSACK, General Secretary, 
General Mission Board. 


Congregational and Christian 


The American Bible Society is our indis- 
pensable aid in making Jesus known through- 
out the world. The Bible lifts him up, and, in 
innumerable cases, men are drawn unto him by 
the Word alone! Again and again, the Amer- 
ican Board is happy to cooperate with the 
American Bible Society in preparing new trans- 
lations and revisions of the Scriptures. The 
work of this Society is vital and should be 
maintained without loss. 


Rey. FRED FieLD GoopsELL, D.D., 
Executive Vice-President, A. B, C. F. M. 


Disciples of Christ 


The American Bible Society, through its 
translation and distribution of the Scriptures, 
has made a contribution to the missionary cause 
which cannot possibly be measured. Wherever 
our missionaries have gone, the background of 
Bible translation has made their work possible. 
I sincerely trust that our American Christian 
people will give their support to this great 
Society, which it so richly deserves. 

Rev. STEPHEN J. Corey, D.D., President, 
United Christian Missionary Society. 


Evangelical Church 


The American Bible Society and foreign 
missions have been so complementary in their 
Kingdom work, that one has sincere regret in 
contemplating the possible crippling of the 


output of the Bible Society in translating, pub- 
lishing, and distributing the Scriptures, through 
reduced income. It is my privilege to bear 
testimony for the Missionary Society of the 
Evangelical Church to the valued service of 
the American Bible Society. 
Rev. WILLIAM L. BoLLMAN, D.D., 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer, Missionary Society. 


Evangelical Synod of North America 


The Bible Societies and Christian tract so- 
cieties are among the most effective allies of 
the Christian missionary in the foreign field. 
Even if I had not been heartily in accord with 
the work of the Bible Society before, my eight- 
een years of experience as a missionary would 
have made me its ardent supporter and friend. 
The whole missionary cause would falter if the 
work of the Bible Society were ever discon- 
tinued. 

Rey. F. A. GortscH, Associate Secretary, 
The Board of Foreign Missions, Inc. 


Augustana Lutheran 


The importance of the work of the American 
Bible Society cannot be overestimated; its in- 
fluence for good is boundless. Its many trans- 
lations of the Bible is a veritable boon and, in 
many instances, almost a sine gua non for cat- 
rying on the work of foreign missions. Even 
on the home field, in the matter of doing work 
both in the wilderness and near the home base, 
its assistance by way of offering portions of the 
Sacred Scriptures at a very low price is highly 
appreciated. I am entirely satisfied that it 
merits loving and faithful support of the 
Church in general. 

Rey. G. A. BRANDELLE, D.D., LL.D., 
President of the Synod. 


Norwegian Lutheran 


On our foreign mission fields we look to the 
Bible Societies for publishing and distributing 
the Scriptures, and we have, I am afraid, often 
received this help as a matter of course, not 
fully realizing our dependence on them for the 
printed Word of God in the languages of the 
people among whom we are working. While 
our Church is giving an annual grant for the 
furtherance of the work, the Bible Societies 
deserve the whole-hearted support of individ- 
ual congregations and members both at home 
and abroad. 

Rev. J. R. BiRKELUND, M.D., Field Secretary, 
Board of Foreign Missions. 
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The Eighth Colporteurs’ Institute 


By Sr. H. T. Marroquin, Secrétary, Mexico Agency 


VER since my predecessor—our 

well-beloved friend the Rev. 
Arthur H. Mellen—and the writer 
organized the first colporteurs’ insti- 
tute in December, 1922, in the town 
of Coyoacan, Federal District, we 
have seen that these institutes have 
been a necessity, and have proved a 
blessing, not only to ourselves and 


evangelical denominations represented 
by them were seven; to wit, Friends, 
Disciples, Nazarenes, Associated Re- 
formed Presbyterians, Methodists, 
Baptists, and Presbyterians. The old- 
est of the colporteurs present was 
sixty-nine years of age, and the young- 
est twenty. The most experienced in 
the colportage work was Sr. Eulalio 


our colporteurs, but also to the 
churches in whose locality we have 
organized them. We want this to continue. 

Beginning with the second, we have en- 
deavored to organize the institutes in connec- 
tion with some evangelical assembly; and so, 
from the second to the fifth, we organized 
them with the National Evangelical Conven- 
tion: in 1924, in San Luis Potosi; in 1925, in 
Pachuca; in 1926, in Guadalajara (the last 
which was attended by Mr. Mellen, although 
we have not lost the hope of having him visit 
us again) ; and in 1927, in Saltillo. The sixth 
was in Mexico City, in 1928, at the time our Bi- 
ble Agency 
celebrated its 
golden jubi- 
lee, and the 
Niativomal 
Baptist Con- 
vention cele- 
brated its 
silver anni- 
versary. The 
seventh was 
held also in 
Mexico City, 
in §1930, >in 
connection 
with the 
First Gen- 
eral Confer- 
ence of the 
Methodist Church of Mexico; and the eighth 
was held in Monterrey in the last days of No- 
vember, 1932, in connection with the General 
Synod of the Presbyterian Church in Mexico. 


The Personnel 


Of the forty-two colporteurs on our list 
nineteen attended the Monterrey institute. 
They came from thirteen different states of 
the country; namely, Yucatan, Campeche, Chi- 
apas, Tabasco, Oaxaca, Guerrero, Morelos, 
Puebla, Federal District, Hidalgo, San Luis 
Potosi, Tamaulipas, and Nuevo Leén. The 
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Luna, who has dedicated the second 
half of his life, thirty-five years, to 
this noble work. The newest in the Bible work 
was Sr. Delfino Hernandez, who had begun 
his labors scarcely five months previously. One 
of our three Biblewomen was present at the 
institute—Mrs. Juana Marin Chan de Novelo, 
of Peto, Yucatan. She is a Maya, and was 
graduated from the Presbyterian girls’ school 
of San Angel, in the Federal District, several 
years ago. She has her home duties as wife 
and mother, but she has dedicated herself to 
the task of evangelizing her fellow Mayas, 
cooperating with four other colporteurs, each 
of the five 
having a spe- 
cial zone of 
operation. 


Morning Study 
Periods 


Our 1928 
institut 
served to in- 
augurate the 
redecorated 
Baptis@ 
church ig 
M ¢ xacm 
City? ane 
with our 
1932 insti- 
, : tute we prac- 
tically inaugurated the beautiful new building of 
the National Presbyterian Church of Monterrey. 
The Bible study classes were invariably held 
in this church in the morning, from 8:30 to 
1 o'clock. Our program was quite crowded; 
but everything was so interesting that no one 
became tired. The average attendance at these 
study periods was about seventy-five. Most 
of the studies were taken up in a series of 
from three to five periods, one a day. We had 
two series of analytical studies, one on the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, and the other on the 
book of the Prophet Amos, by Prof. Guillermo 
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A. Walls, who has specialized in religious edu- 
cation and will soon receive his doctor’s de- 
gree. Before Prof. Walls arrived, we had the 
most special privilege of listening to an excel- 
lent study on the Epistle to the Hebrews by 
Dr. Alejandro Trevino, president of the Bap- 
tist Seminary in Saltillo. The Rev. Arquime- 
dez Martinez gave us five mature studies on 
the “History of the Bible. Sr. Diddoro Orne- 
las, able merchant and ruling elder of the 
Monterrey Presbyterian Church, gave our col- 
porteurs some good ideas on the “Art of Sell- 
ing Bibles,’—not that he has had experience 
in selling Bibles, but in view of the funda- 
mental principles which the business world has 
to teach us, and which we should adapt and 
apply to the business of the kingdom of heaven. 
The discussion was very interesting, as the 
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Distributing the Bible in the Afternoons 

We endeavored to have the colporteurs sell 
the Bible throughout the city in the most sys- 
tematic manner possible. It is true that the 
city is noted for its many industries; but there 
is a great number of unemployed, due espe- 
cially to the abundance of workers who have 
been repatriated. The colporteurs worked for 
a total of about twelve hours during the after- 
noons of the institute. They sold nearly 600 
Bibles, Testaments, and Portions. The col- 
porteurs, especially those from the central and 
southern parts of the country, were very much 
impressed with the frankness, accessibility, and 
communicativeness of the people. No one 
closed the door on their face; no one threw 
dishwater on them; no one made the sign of 
the cross at their leaving the homes they vis- 


The colporteurs are in the front rows. 


colporteurs related their experiences in the dif- 
ferent cases in point. The Rev. Benjamin 
Fernandez, district superintendent of the 
Methodist Church, gave us a study on ‘Mor- 
monism,” and three on “Spiritism.” The Rev. 
Ezequiel Lango presented a study on “Athe- 
ism.” These studies made us think upon the 
gravity of these errors, and the need to hasten 
the circulation of the Word of God, which 
will lighten the path of sinners until it leads 
them to Jesus Christ. The devotional services 
at the beginning of our day’s work, and the 
“quiet hour” at noon were deeply inspirational. 
For this piece of work we have to thank the 
local ministers of various denominations, Ro- 
dolfo Torres, Eduardo Guerra, Pascual Hur- 
tiz, and Marcos Garza, and the colporteurs 
Eulalio Luna and Roman de la Cruz. 


The teachers are in the center, 


Others attending are at the back and sides. 


ited; no one hurled any kind of insult at them. 
This speaks very well for the cultured and in- 
dustrious capital of the state of Nuevo Leon. 


Evening Public Meetings 


The pastors and members of the various 
evangelical churches of Monterrey afforded us 
most valuable aid in making the evening public 
meetings a great success. These meetings we 
held in a different church each night. Twice 
the meeting was in the Presbyterian church, 
twice in the Baptist, once in the Methodist, and 
once in the Christian church. At every meeting 
the church was full to capacity. As the Baptist 
seats 1,500, we can affirm that the largest attend- 
ance of the institute was not less than 1,500. 

Some nights, at the hour for beginning the 
meeting, the colporteurs entered in formation, 
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singing the “Colporteurs’ Hymn,” each one 
wearing the clothes peculiar to the colporteur 
work, and carrying his bundle of Scriptures, 
just as they do when they go out into the field. 
It served as an objective illustration of how 
these soldiers of the cross go over mountain 
and plain, through hamlets, villages, and cities, 
making openings and preparing the way for 
the minister of the gospel. Moreover, the 
simple narratives of experiences and personal 
testimony which we listened to, night after 
night, from the lips of these servants of Christ, 
moved the audiences to deep interest. We dis- 
covered once more that, for doing the work 
that these Christ’s laborers are accomplishing, 
there is required faith, courage, Biblical knowl- 
edge, enthusiasm, courtesy, ability, patience, 
and many other Christian virtues. 

The topics of the various lectures were ex- 
tremely interesting, as may be seen from the 
following list: 

The Influence of the Bible in the Education of the 
People, by Miss Maria Hernandez Flores (School- 
teacher). 

The Influence of hnd® Bible mm the Home Life, by 
Prof. Enrique T. Westrup. 

The Translation, Printing, and World-wide Circulation 
of the Bible (Illustrated), by Sr. H. T. Marroquin. 

The Bible as the Most Valuable Document for Hu- 


manity, and the Benefits Obtained from Searching 
It, by Sr. Diddoro Ornelas. 


Notes and 


HE “appraisals” on page 21 are a first 

installment of some deeply appreciated 
tributes to the work of the American Bible So- 
ciety in foreign lands. Others will follow in 
subsequent issues. Received last fall, they 
carry the more weight because they express 
convictions born of experience accumulated 
through the many decades of cooperation be- 
tween the American Bible Society and foreign 
missions, the world around. 


A HOME missionary in Wyoming said: “I 
have visited seven schools and found only one 
boy in the upper grades who could spell the 
name of Jesus, and he thought Jesus was a 
great preacher during the time Washington was 


President. ; A 


From Utah we hear that a young man, to 
whom a Testament was offered, said: “Is this 
the latest? I don’t want last year’s edition.” 

e © 

One of our workers writes, “So far this 
month I have visited 478 families and found 
that 354 of them have never owned a Bible or 
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The Dynamics of the Bible, by Rev. Carmen A. 
Gutiérrez. } 
Heroic Times, by Rev. Eleazar Z. Pérez. 


On four successive nights the Agency Sec- 
retary gave a series of short illustrated talks 
on the general theme “With Jesus through 
Bible Lands.” 

All of these studies and lectures contained 
great lessons and a sweet Christian inspiration. 
We felt like Peter on the mount of the Trans- 
figuration, desirous of lingering in that happy 
communion. 

A vote of thanks I would accord to all our 
good friends and brethren who, in one way or 
another, made possible the success of the 
Fighth Colporteurs’ Institute of the Mexico 
Agency of the American Bible Society held in 
Monterrey. And you, the first sowers of 
the precious seed in Monterrey, we greet with 
great joy and honor: James Hickey, Tomas 
M. Westrup, Melinda Rankin, Walter Scott, 
Sr., Henry C. Thomson, Thomas F. Wallace, 
José Uranga, Brigido Sepulveda, and many 
others, whose work dates from sixty, sixty- 
five, seventy or more years ago; and we declare 
that your labor in the Lord was not in vain. 
Blessed be your memory! All glory and all 
honor be to the Lord of the harvest! 


Comments 


a Testament. In one home I succeeded in sell- 
ing a Testament; but, on the following day, 
the woman who bought it stopped me on the 
street and demanded her money be returned, 
saying, “Jesus Christ’s law is old. He lived 
1900 years ago, and this book says it’s a NEW 
TESTAMENT ; therefore it’s spurious.’ After try- 
ing in vain to convince her, I returned the 
purchase price.” 


A FRIEND sent us this clipping from the 
New York Evening Post about former Presi- 
dent Coolidge. 


In his reading the President did not go in for a 
great deal of fiction, but selected rather books * * * 
dealing with constitutional subjects, and countless 
volumes on history, biographies, books on travel, and 
books on governmental affairs. 

There was one more volume in the President’s 
library. It is the oldest and probably the one he 
read the most—a copy of the Bible. It is a volume 
that has seen much service. Its cover is worn and 
its pages well thumbed. His favorite psalm was 
“The Lord is my shepherd.” The section of the Bible 
which Coolidge read the most is the sixth chapter of 
St. Matthew, in which Jesus Christ warns against 
greed for earthly treasures and gives the Lord’s Prayer. 
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Another friend has sent a clipping from the 
New York Sun about Mr. Coolidge’s great 
friend, under the caption, “Dwight Morrow’s 
Bible Was His Constant Guide.” It runs: 


Down to the last hour the lesson of his youth was 
fresh in his mind. When at fourteen he left home 
and struck out into the world for his career, his 
grandmother gave him a Bible, and on the flyleaf she 
wrote: 


“This book will keep you from sin, or sin will 
keep you from this book.” 
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Last Sunday, when he was preparing for a radio 
address in aid of Jewish charities, he studied that 
same Bible for the quotations and illustrations he 
wished to use. When his body was found, that Bible 
lay open on a little table close beside his bed. And 
the Bible was open at the flyleaf. 

e r 


In a letter bringing a gift was this sugges- 
tive sentence, “I would like to return to the 
Jewish people a thank offering of Christian 
service for their leader Jesus Christ, who has 
meant so much to me.” 


Distributing by Barter Mone the Amazon 


By John Ritchie, Secretary, Upper Andes Agency 


HE great Apostle of the Gentiles once ex- 
pressed his contempt for some who were 
mere hucksters of the Word of God. But he 
would surely have praised those who, enduring 
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all things and exposed to many dangers, trade 
the printed page of the Holy Scripture in the 
remote wilds of the upper reaches of the 
Amazon tributaries. 

A letter just received from Mr. John M. 
McKinnon gives a very interesting insight into 
the primitive modes of life which still prevail 
on the outer fringes of civilization and beyond: 

“Experience has shown us that efficient sell- 
ing can only be done by exchange. All the 
river commerce is done in this way, and the 
majority of river dwellers seldom ever see cash. 

“Our usual method is to have our motor 
launch Aurora towed by river steamer to the 
highest port of call on the river which we wish 
to visit. Then, according to the navigability of 
the river, we may go on up, or return to 
Iquitos, visiting every house en route with the 
Word. With map and compass we keep our 
course and mark any inhabited islands or creeks 
that may have to be passed by on that trip, in 
order that they may be visited in the future, 
without any confusion. At the places where 
we stop for the night we generally hold serv- 


ices; and, if the place has a large population 
that shows interest in the gospel, we often re- 
main for several days. 


In this way, many little groups of believers 
have been formed along the rivers. Our sales 
are almost all made by exchange. By the time 
we reach Iquitos on the return, our boat looks 
more like a trading ship than a gospel launch. 
Our average sales for five journeys amount to 
about 500 Bibles, 750 Testaments, and about 
1,000 Portions. 

“There is quite a lot of work attached to this 
method of sale, as the majority of our sales 
are made in exchange for live chickens, dried 
fish, etc. We have always to make a coop of 
cane for the chickens, and keep them fed and 
watered. The fish has to be kept sunned by day 
and protected from the dew by night. Much 
of our food supply for the journey comes in 
exchange for Scriptures. 

“Tn Iquitos we have a believer who earns his 
living as a ‘rematista,’ or buyer and seller of 
market produce. On arrival we hand over our 


stock of salable articles to him, and he sells 
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them for us on commission. After all is sold, 
our final returns generally show a deficit. This 
is accounted for by what we have eaten, and 
what has gone to feed the chickens received.” 
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‘“‘And go after that which is lost, until he find it.” 


By the Rey. M. B. Porter, Secretary, South Atlantic Agency 


Q)NE of the chief glories of our 
work is to minister to those who 
would otherwise be neglected, and 
hence we seek the destitute wherever || 
they may be found. In no place are 
greater destitutions and needs than 
exist in our penal institutions. This 
phase of our work has always made a 
strong appeal to us. We have put into 
it much of our best efforts; and the 
beneficial results have confirmed our 
faith that God’s Word is indeed the power of 
God unto salvation, and that, through its influ- 
ence, sin-bound lives and souls have been 
brought into the light and liberty of the chil- 
dren of God, and the dark past of wretched- 
ness and sin has faded out in the sunrise of a 
new day. 

We have been quite fortunate in the fine 
cooperation we have. received from the super- 
intendents and other officers connected with the 
prisons where we have done work; and the 
success we have had in distributing God’s Word 
among the inmates is due chiefly to the hearty 
assistance and self-sacrificing service we have 
had from the chaplains in these institutions. 

In thought at least, visit one of the state 
farms, within this Agency, and meet the Rev. 
FE. C. Atkins, an untiring, 
soul-winning friend of 
these unfortunate people. 
He is more than threescore 
years and ten, and for ten 
years has filled with un- 
usual efficiency the position 
which he occupies at this 
state farm. He is a cul- 
tured, Christian gentleman, 
and with a heart of love 
which enables him to bring 
a ministry of sympathy to the men and women 
with whom he comes in contact. 

When he took charge of the work, he wrote 
to the Prison Commission for advice as to just 
what they expected him to do. In reply the 
Commission wrote, saying, “We have un- 
bounded confidence in you. You are supreme 
in your relation to the institution as chaplain. 
Plan your work and work your plans. We 
have no advice to give.” The chaplain leads a 
very busy life, as one might judge, often 
preaching three and four times on Sunday, be- 
sides weekly services, and with constant visita- 
tion and personal interviews with the inmates 
of the prison, including those in hospitals as 
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REV. M. B. PORTER 


well as those who are confined in the 

|| death cells, awaiting the hour of ex- 
| ecution. During the years of his chap- 
laincy, hundreds of men and women 
/| have been led to accept Christ as a 
© | personal Saviour, and have become 

| members of the “State Farm Religious 
Association” —the only church they 
have. 

During all these years, we have fur- 
nished Mr. Atkins with hundreds of 
copies of Scriptures for his work. His method 
of introduction to each new prisoner is a per- 
sonal letter containing one of the portions of 
the New Testament. This enables him to form 
a contact with these prisoners before the cold, 
deadening grasp of prison life is laid upon 
them. In a letter to me Mr. Atkins writes, 
“fam thoroughly convinced that the Word of 
God is the only foundation on which a true 
Christian life can be built. Those who are led 
to seek Christ through the prayerful reading of 
the Word are more steadfast than others. I 
find there is no place for denominationalism in 
a work like this, where we have the whole 
‘fifty-seven varieties—men of all faiths and 
men of no faiths. Those who have accepted 
Christ here and joined the religious organiza- 
tion have all been members of the Testament 
League and readers of the hundreds of Testa- 
ments you have sent us. I feel sure that the 
spiritual awakening and the interest in religion 
have been, and are, due to the fact that these 
men and women are reading the Word of God. 
Within the past six months 387 inmates have 
accepted Christ as a personal Saviour and taken 
a definite stand for right living. 


“The entrance of Thy word giveth light.” 

“Two concrete illustrations: 

“A very intelligent young white man, con- 
demned to death for murder, was sent here. 
He was an infidel, a blatant blasphemer, and 
came here ‘breathing out threatenings and 
slaughter,’ and declaring that he was not going 
to the chair, and that nobody could put him 
in it. 

“The day before he was sent here, a Chris- 
tian woman, a social worker, had gone to the 
prison to visit him. She asked him about his 
experience, and he told her it was none of her 
d business, and that, if she would mind her 
own business, he would attend to his. I spent 
from three to five hours a day for three days 
and nights with him in the gloom of the death 
cells. On the day of his electrocution there was 
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intense excitement. All the policemen from the 
near-by towns and adjoining counties were 
here. A throng of excited people surged about 
the prison. No one was allowed to enter the 
gate until he was searched. 

“When his last hour came, the young man 
walked from his cell, by my side, and took his 
seat in the chair as calmly as though he were 
sitting down to his dinner. He was the only 
calm man in the room, where there were twenty 
or thirty. 

“After he had been strapped to the chair, he 
was asked if he had anything to say. He 
looked calmly about him and said, ‘Yes, I have. 
When I came here, I did not believe there was 
a God, nor a hereafter. I did not believe that 
the Bible was the Word of God. I believed that, 
when one died, that was the last of him. I 
came here expecting to die like a dog and a fool. 

““Now, all of that is changed. To-day I 
know there is a God and that he is love, and 
I love him and Jesus Christ is my personal 
Saviour. I came here full of hate against those 
whose testimony had sent me to my death. My 
greatest desire to live was to get revenge upon 
them. But, to-day, that is all gone out of my 
heart. In its place there is the love of God, 
and the peace of God that passeth understand- 
ing.’ Turning to me, he said, ‘And I owe it all 
to you, Chaplain, and to God’s Word.’ 

“Tt was the greatest triumph of truth that I 
have ever witnessed. I will give you just one 
more illustration of the power of the Truth. 

“A young colored man, convicted of killing 
and robbing a white woman, was sent here to 
die. From the first he stoutly denied his guilt, 
and declared he knew nothing about it. 

“T talked with him when he first came, re- 
ceived a very unfavorable impression of him, 
and told him frankly that he was bad; that he 
did not love the right, but only things that were 
evil; that an unclean heart and wrong spirit 
were at the bottom of his trouble. He said that 
he had prayed for forgiveness, and that he felt 
that his sins were forgiven. I told him that 
simple forgiveness of sins would no more fit 
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him for heaven, than a governor’s pardon 
would make him a good citizen. I said, ‘If the 
Governor should pardon you to-day, you would 
go out from here to seek after the things you 
love.’ I urged him to seek for a clean heart. 
When I left him, I gave him a Testament. I 
usually mark certain passages that I think will 
be most helpful. But he seemed so hardened, 
I did not know which to mark. I asked God to 
direct him to that portion that would be most 
helpful to him. 

“The day before his death, I was with him. 
He said, “Chaplain, I have something I want to 
tell you.” I told him, ‘You need not tell me 
anything you don’t want to. You told me you 
were innocent. It is not for me to doubt your 
word. You have gambled with life and lost it. 
Now, if you are willing to gamble with eter- 
nity, it is your own responsibility.’ He said, 
‘Chaplain, I killed that woman. She had seventy 
dollars, and I wanted it. That is not all. I 
killed another woman three years ago and was 
not arrested. I deserve to die, and I am willing 
to die for the crimes I have committed; but I 
am not willing that anyone else should suffer 
for something I have done. I just thought that 
somebody might have been arrested for that 
crime. I am telling you, so you can look into 
it. If anyone is in trouble for that murder, 
then you can clear them.’ I said, “Thank God, 
boy. At last you are beginning to think of 
something beside yourself. Now, just one 
more question, How did you come to tell me all 
of this?’ He smiled and said, ‘Do you remem- 
ber that little book you gave me the first day 1 
came here? It was something I read in that 
book. I was lonely and picked it up, and my 
eyes fell on these words, “He that seeketh to 
save his life shall lose it, and he that loseth 
his life for my sake, shall find it.” I saw, just 
as plainly as I see you standing there, that I 
was trying to save my life by lying and that I 
was going to lose my soul, I thought, If I tell 
the truth, I may lose my life, but I have a 
chance to save my soul.’ 

“God was there that day.” 


Incidents among Koreans in Japan 


Indirect testimony is sometimes the more impressive because indirect. 


In a report to their home 


constituency in Canada occur these paragraphs from a mission to Koreans in Japan, 


UR sincerest thanks are due the B. F. B. S. 

of Kobe and the A. B. S. of Tokyo for 
the splendid assistance given the work in the 
shape of the support by each of these societies 
of a Korean colporteur. These men have done 
excellent work in their respective fields, one 
having visited over nine thousand Korean 
homes and selling 8,300 Bibles and portions. 


Seven of these were started during the year. 
At Seto, the crockery city par excellence of 
Japan, work was begun early in the year. * * * 
Later in the year the faithful colporteur in his 
rounds discovered a large community of Ko- 
reans in the city of Wakayama, about an hour 
distance from the city of Osaka by fast tram- 
car. We found a Christian family there in 
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whose one-room house meetings were held for 
a time until a more suitable place was secured. 
In December, we sent one of our evangelists 
there, and already he is looking for a larger 
place of worship. He has a children’s Sunday 
school, with an attendance of thirty-five and an 
average of twenty adults at church services. 

In the month of July, Mr. Young and Pastor 
Hahn, our worker in Hokkaido, visited Sag- 
halien, the southern half of which is the far- 
thest north territory of Japan. The northern 
half of the island belongs to Russia. We had 
heard that many Koreans lived in the Japanese 
end of the island, and, on investigation, we 
found this to be true. We found many rapidly 
growing cities on the east and west coasts. 
These are the centres of the expanding lumber, 
pulp, and fishing industries. Japan formerly 
bought much of her pulp from Canada; but we 
are told that, in a few years, she expects to be 
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HE, Bible can help lift the spiritual de- 

pression which has accompanied the eco- 
nomic depression. It can do this only to the 
extent that it is read, understood, and obeyed. 
The Bible not read amounts to the same as be- 
ing lost. How secure a wider reading of God’s 
Word? Following the suggestions of the 
American Bible Society, the ministers of Os- 
ceola recommended to their congregations and 
through the local papers the reading of one 
book—the Gospel of St. Mark. Under the 
above heading seven ministers signed the state- 
ment below: 

“When the days are dark, men need its light. 

“When the times are hard, men need its 
comfort. 

“When the outlook is discouraging, men 
need its confidence. 

“When despair is abroad, men need its word 
of hope. Christ is the only hope of individuals 
and of society. And the Bible is the only book 
which tells His story. It alone preserves His 
words which are spirit and life. It alone re- 
cords His deeds by which He saved the world, 
and would save it now if we would obey Him.” 

“The best thing men can do is to spread the 
Bible and get it read and obeyed. This would 
mean the end of hard times, of poverty, of un- 
employment, of injustice, or wrong, or war.” — 
Robert E. Speer. 

“Being in hearty accord with the above state- 
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largely independent of the rest of the world for 
that article. The vast lumber resources of the 
interior of this island will supply, it is said, for 
many years Japanese requirements. Many Ko- 
reans are employed in these industries. 

Not far from the northern boundary line we 
discovered a Korean Christian who used to be 
a colporteur in our former Korean work. This 
old man, cut off from all church connections 
away in this far north, had gathered about him 
some half-dozen believers, who were letting 
their light shine in the darkness about them. 
We held meetings for three days in their vil- 
lage, at which time eighteen decisions for the 
Master were made. We have since heard regu- 
larly from this retired colporteur, and we re- 
joice to know that now he has a children’s Sun- 
day school where thirty children attend, and an 
average of twenty at his church services. The 
light is indeed beginning to shine in that land. 


the Depression 
By A. T. Hoffert 


From the “Gospel Messenger,” publication of the Church of the Brethren, this article 1s culled, 
because its thought may be fruitful if known to other ministers, laymen, and laywomen. 


ment, and as a step toward fuller acquaintance 
with God’s Word, we, the ministers of Osceola, 
for the next few months, desire earnestly to see 
a wide reading of the Gospel according to St. 
Mark. Its reading will help you to a closer walk 
with the ‘world’s only sufficient Saviour.’ ” 

Seeing the above statement with names of 
local ministers in print was one thing; to agree 
to read the book, another. Hence, typewritten 
copies were secured of this statement and the 
city blocked out to some thirty persons repre- 
senting all local denominations who agreed to 
help promote this work. In this way the names 
of about 575 persons were secured who agreed 
to read St. Mark. One party secured sixty- 
two names to her paper; another fifty-one. A 
high-school boy—our youngest volunteer—se- 
cured thirty names. One party entered a de- 
partment store. ‘The manager was interested, 
signed the paper, and requested that all his 
clerks be asked to sign. With this encourage- 
ment the store went one hundred percent for 
reading Mark’s Gospel. 

An effort of this nature brought folks to a 
decision to read a definite portion of God’s 
Word. Many signed the paper who seldom, if 
ever, are seen in church. Probably eighty per 
cent of those approached agreed to read St. 
Mark. A yearly campaign of this character 
will have accumulative effect in stimulating a 
wider acquaintance with the Bible as the Word 
of God, And that is a tonic many need. 
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Special Grants at Work 


HE Board of Managers, last fall, real- 
ized that, out of the present hard times, 
special needs for Scriptures were arising in 
our own land. Through the Home Agencies 
Committee, it sanctioned a special grant to be 
placed at the disposal of the Home Agency 
Secretaries. Some uses by one Agency illus- 
trate needs met and services rendered. The 
items are from the Western Agency. 
Twenty-five Bibles, for use by the church 
and loan to families for home study, given to 
a community church under Methodist super- 
vision in the sugar beet district of Colorado 
where local authorities were providing food 
and even clothing, and the pastor had received 
only 25 percent of an already reduced salary. 
Thirty-six Bibles to the Goodwill Industries 
of Denver, a community center, for placing in 
Bibleless homes whose children are fed by the 
institution. 
Five Bibles, 60 Testaments, and 50 Gospels 
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to a Presbyterian religious center, in Kansas 
City, which maintains a Sunday school for 
children who lack proper clothing for attend- 
ance at regular church Sunday schools. 

One thousand Testaments to the Citizens’ 
Industrial Mission, Denver, which gives free 
lodging to an average of 300 men a day, fur- 
nishing 1,000 meals a day. “Only those who 
manifest an earnest desire to lead a new life 
and meet other requirements are given a Tes- 
tament. A wonderful work is being accom- 
plished.” 

Ninety-six Bibles and 300 Gospels to the 
superintendent of Methodist missions in Utah, 
for distribution to families who have no Bibles 
and are unable to buy, in these hard days. 


A Sunday school in Montana organized by the Rev. H. M. Roberts, S, S. mis- 
sionary, and by the A. B. §S., supplied with Bibles to carry on this work ‘‘which 
otherwise could not have been undertaken’’ 


Twenty-five Bibles for an Episcopal mission 
church at Golden, Colorado, near the State 
School of Mines, for the pastor’s class of about 
fifty Mines’ students enrolled in a Bible study 
course, who did not have among them a half 
dozen Bibles. 

Thirty-six Bibles to a Methodist church in 
Denver, whose members have either lost their 
jobs or are working only part time; which 
has been saved from foreclosure only by the 
cooperation of other city churches; and which 
is too poor to supply Sunday-school literature 
for its pupils. 

Twenty-five Bibles, 75 Testaments, and 250 
Gospels to a Presbyterian home mission field- 
man, in Montana, serving ‘“‘a dozen or more 
towns in a district that has had crop failures 
for several years, and where, but for a grant 
like this, many homes in his parish would be 
without a Bible.” 

Bibles supplied to Rev. H. M. Roberts, Sun- 
day-school missionary, 
Montana, for use as work- 
ing tools in Sunday schools 
where there are no other 
helps. In some places 
where there are no churches 
or Sunday schools, he has 
“arranged with public- 
school teachers to conduct 
a Bible Class after school 
hours every Friday after- 
noon.” 

One hundred Bibles to 
the Methodist superintend- 
ent, Denver District, for 
distribution, “with the 
greatest personal care, to 
cases of such need that, 
without this grant, they 
would not have been able 
toepessess’ 2, Bible. 

These are outstanding cases. Many indi- 
vidual cases and small grants also have been 
made. We have most pathetic appeals from 
Idaho, coming from that part of the state 
where they have had no crops and where the 
only medium of exchange, for the greater part 
of a year, has been through barter, our colpor- 
teur being obliged to trade Bibles for chickens, 
chickens for grain, grain for flour, and so on, 
until he gets something he can readily carry 
or sell. The special gift of $550 which was 
sent to this Agency to enable us to meet spe- 
cial needs beyond our regular resources, has 
gladdened many hearts and helped many 
workers, in our vast territory. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


INSTITUTED 1816 


Bible House, Astor Place, New York 


Ol Daas American Bible Society was instituted 

in 1816 with the sole object of encourag- 

ing wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures, 
without note or comment. 

Its program is world-wide and includes the 
translation of the Scriptures into the languages 
and common dialects of the people; the pub- 
lication of the Scriptures in styles suitable and 
convenient, and at the lowest possible cost; 
the distribution of the Scriptures throughout 
the world at cost or free, as a missionary pro- 
gram. 

Membership in the Society consists of four 
classes, each with its special privileges : 

1. Annual Members are constituted by an annual sub- 
scription of $5.00. 

2. Life Members are constituted by a subscription of 
$50.00 at one time. 

3. Life Directors are constituted by a subscription 
of $150.00 in one or two payments. 

4. Memorial Members are constituted by a contri- 
bution of $100.00. The contributor names the one 
in whose memory the Membership is created. The 
Bible is distributed through the years in memory 
of such a person. 

Handsome engraved certificates are presented 
to Life Directors and Life Members. 

The Society is supported by the gifts of its 
members and friends and by the contributions 
of Christian churches with which the Society 
has official or semi-official relations. 


JANUARY MEETING OF THE BOARD 


HE, ninth stated meeting of the Board 
was held on Thursday, January 5, at 3: 35 
p.m., President J. Frederick Talcott in the 
chair. 
Devotional exercises 
Treasurer Darlington. 
The sudden and lamented death of ex-Pres- 
ident Calvin Coolidge, three hours earlier, hav- 
ing been announced, all present stood in silent 
tribute to his memory. 
The minutes of the eighth stated meeting 
were presented and approved. The following 
memorial minute was adopted: 


Wesley L. Jones 


In the death of Senator Wesley Livsey Jones the 
American people suffer the loss which they are least 


were conducted by 
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able to bear: that of a man in the troubled centers 
of public life of whom it may be said that, however 
one might differ with him in conviction or practice, 
“there was never a question of his disinterestedness 
or sincerity.” In the positions which he held in his 
own state, Washington, and in Congress, first as 
Representative, then as Senator, he ever promoted 
measures which, in his own convictions, made for the 
public welfare: in the merchant marine, flood relief 
and regulation, industry and commerce in Alaska, 
uniform divorce laws, entrance into the World Court 
or the enactment and enforcement of national or state 
prohibition. To be called a Puritan was, probably, 
less a deterrent than a spur to him in such matters as 
were included in what is known as the Jones bill. 
Men who are unafraid of being thought overzealous 
in good causes, or overgood when moral issues are 
at stake, can ill be spared in these days of social 
unrest and moral confusion; and when, in the provi- 
dence of God, they are taken from us, we may well 
rejoice, even amid our regrets, that their influence 
persists, that their principles and example do not die. 

Senator Jones was elected a Vice-President of the 
American Bible Society in October, 1919; but he had 
rendered signal service to it several years earlier. 
His was the closing address at the great outdoor 
celebration of the Centennial of our Society held at 
the east front of the National Capitol in Washington, 
D. C., on Bible Sunday, May 7, 1916. 

This Board makes record of its high estimate of 
this strong citizen of the nation, its sense of loss in 
his death, and expresses to his family its warmest 
sympathy in their sorrow. 


The minutes of the various standing com- 
mittees were received and approved. 

It was resolved that the members of the 
Board be invited to contribute toward a fund 
to go in the name of the Society to the Emer- 
gency Unemployment Relief. 

The Treasurer reported the following con- 
signments to the Society’s Foreign Agencies 
during the month of November, 1932: Brazil, 
28,912 volumes, valued at $2,634.32: Carib- 
bean, 3,168 volumes, valued at $467.17; China, 
678 volumes, valued at $181.79: Mexico, 
20,050 volumes, valued at $262.36; Philip- 
pines, 2,000 volumes, valued at $101.06; Siam, 
50 volumes, valued at $36.17; Upper Andes, 
10,297 volumes, valued at $404.64; total vol- 
umes, 65,155; total value, $4,087.51. 

The issues from the Bible House during the 
month of November were 280,349 volumes. 


HOW TO SEND MONEY BY MAIL 


Your money may be lost if you enclose in an or- 
dinary letter silver coin, bills or postage stamps. 
THE SAFE WAY IS ONE OF THESE FOUR. 

1. Register the letter in which you send bills or 
postage stamps. Any postmaster will register a letter 
for fifteen cents. 

2. Send the money by Bank check or draft. 

3. Send it by an Express Company’s money order. 

4. Send it by a Post-office money order. 

Whichever way ts chosen, address the letter and make 
the check, draft, or order, payable to Gilbert Darling- 
ton, Treasurer, Bible House, Astor Place, New York. 


CASH RECEIPTS IN DECEMBER, 1932 
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PUBLICATION DEPARTMENT CASH STATEMENT 
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Total Cash Balance—Administration and Publication Departments 


. $113,350 02 
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Don i LET YOUR INCOME 


Shrink! 


OU can avoid a shrinking income, as many 


others have done, by placing your money 
in Annuity Agreements of the American Bible 
Society. 


An Annuty Agreement 


is a legal contract in which the American Bible 
Society in return for a gift of money ($100 or 
over) binds itself to pay to the holder (the 
holder being called an annuitant) a specified 
sum every year as long as the annuitant lives. 


These Annuity Agreements are safe, because 
they are backed by the sound financial re- 
sources and business management of a trust- 
worthy institution whose work is indispen- 
sable to the Christian enterprise and whose 


annuity program has stood the test for over 
80 years. 


An easy-to-read booklet tells you all about 
it—the rates you receive—how you help in 
making the . Scriptures widely available 
around the earth—how a relative or friend 
may be included. 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY 


American Bible Society, 


M OF 
S v Bible House, Astor Place, New York 
aS | v6 ; Please send me, without obligation, your booklet No. 62G entitled “‘A 
Gift That Lives.’’ 
AND 


